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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
GAINESVILLE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CELEBRATES SMALL BUSINESS
GAINESVILLE, Fla. -- All throughout the month of March, the Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce is celebrating Small Business Month with a series of panel discussions and seminars presented by successful small business owners of the community.  

A wide range of topics will be offered specifically to help your business thrive in a harsh economy: “Guerrilla Marketing in Tough Economic Times,” “How to Recession Proof Your Business,” “How to Save Energy & Money in Your Business” and “Things in Business I Wish I Would Have Known Earlier.” 

These events are open to the public.  Advance registration is required for all events; workshop/series packages are available for Members and Future Members.  Register today at www.gainesvillechamber.com.
Small Business Month also marks the launch of Small Biz U, a program which is designed especially for start up businesses and entrepreneurs.   Small Biz U is an online program which provides the knowledge and tools to prepare you to meet the many challenges of owning and operating your own successful business.  Individual courses are $12 for Members; $20 for Future Members.  Package prices are available.   
Small Biz U Grand Opening is March 18, 2008, from 9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. at New Horizons Computer Learning Center and is open to the public.  A sample curriculum module will be demonstrated and all attendants will receive one free class.  This event is free for Members; $10 for Future Members.  Advanced registration is required.  Register today at www.gainesvillechamber.com.
Small Business Month 2008 Schedule of Events

March 4       9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.        
                    "How to Recession Proof Your Business"           
                     Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                     Location: Dionysus in Town of Tioga
                                      13005 SW 1st Road, Suite 123
                                      Jonesville, FL  32669
                     Panelists: Freddie Wehbe, Domino's
                                      Michael Walsh, MM Parrish Construction 
                                      Philip Kennedy, Kennedy Communications
                                      Brooke Bass - Keller Williams Gainesville Realty

March 4       10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
                     "Guerrilla Marketing in Tough Economic Times"
                      Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                      Location: Dionysus in Town of Tioga
                                       13005 SW 1st Road, Suite 123
                                       Jonesville, FL  32669
                      Panelists: Pete Zimek, Ben & Jerry's
                                       Martha Kern, New York Life Insurance
                                       Terry Van Nortwick, Pro Ink
                                       Andy Sherrard - O2B Kids 
                                                  
March 5       6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.
                     "How to Make Profits by Taking Care of Your People"
                      Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                      Location: GTEC
                                       2153 SE Hawthorne Road, Suite 1
                                       Gainesville, FL 32641
                      Panelists: Freddie Wehbe, Domino's
                                       Gary Lear, Resource Development Systems
                                       John Pastore - Crime Prevention  
                                       Chuck Brabham - Publix
                                       Starbucks

March 5       7:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
                     "Evaluation Tools to Develop and Motivate Employees"
                      Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                      Location: GTEC
                                        2153 SE Hawthorne Road, Suite 1
                                        Gainesville, FL 32641
                      Panelists: Laura Brey, Gevity 
                                        Gary Lear, Resource Development Systems
                                        Joe Cirulli - Gainesville Health and Fitness
                                        Peggy Trudeau - Naylor 

March 10     9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
                     "How to Make Profits by Taking Care of Your People"
                      Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                      Location: Plantation Hall in Haile Plantation
                                       5100 SW 91st Terrace
                                       Gainesville, FL 32608                       
                      Panelists: Freddie Wehbe, Domino's
                                       Gary Lear, Resource Development Systems
                                       John Pastore - Crime Prevention
                                       Chuck Brabham - Publix
                                       Starbucks

March 10     10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
                     "Evaluation Tools to Develop and Motivate Employees"
                      Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                      Location: Plantation Hall in Haile Plantation
                                       5100 SW 91st Terrace
                                       Gainesville, FL 32608                       
                      Panelists: Laura Brey, Gevity 
                                       Gary Lear, Resource Development Systems
                                       Joe Cirulli - Gainesville Health and Fitness
                                       Peggy Trudeau - Naylor 

March 13      9:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
                      "The Lawsuit That Could Cost Your Business Millions"
                       Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                       Location: James Moore & Co. 
                                        5931 NW 1st Place
                                        Gainesville, FL 32607
                       Guest Speaker: William Krizner, The Krizner Group

March 13       1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
                       "Is Quickbooks Right for Your Business?"
                        Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                        Location: James Moore & Co.
                                         5931 NW 1st Place
                                         Gainesville, FL 32607
                        Guest Speakers: James Moore & Co. staff                                                    

March 18       8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
                       MEMBER ORIENTATION
                       "How to Get the Most Out of Your Chamber Membership"
                       Members: FREE
                       Location: New Horizons Computer Learning Center
                                        3832 Newberry Road, Suite 2A
                                        Gainesville, FL 32607

March 18       9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
                       Small Biz U Grand Opening
                       Members: FREE; Future Members: $10
                       Location: New Horizons Computer Learning Center
                                        3832 Newberry Road, Suite 2A
                                        Gainesville, FL 32607

March 18      10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
                       "How to Avoid Employee Lawsuits"
                       Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                       Location: New Horizons Computer Learning Center
                                        3832 Newberry Road, Suite 2A
                                        Gainesville, FL 32607
                       Panelists: Rod Smith, Avera Avera & Smith
                                        Donnelly & Gross
                                        Jimmy Williams, Equal Opportunity Director 
                       Moderator: Linda White 

March 20        6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.
                        "How to Recession Proof Your Business"
                         Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                         Location: Haven Hospice
                                          4200 NW 90th Boulevard
                                          Gainesville, FL 32606
                         Panelists: Freddie Wehbe, Domino's
                                          Michael Walsh, MM Parrish Construction
                                          Philip Kennedy, Kennedy Communications
                                          Mitch Glaeser, Glaeser Realty
                                          Brooke Bass - Keller Williams Gainesville Realty

March 20        7:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
                        "Guerrilla Marketing in Tough Economic Times"
                         Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                         Location: Haven Hospice
                                          4200 NW 90th Boulevard
                                          Gainesville, FL 32606
                         Panelists: Pete Zimek, Ben & Jerry's
                                          Martha Kern, New York Life Insurance
                                          Mitch Glaeser - Glaeser Realty
                                          Andy Sherrard - O2B Kids  

March 26        8:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.
                        "Things in Business I Wish I Would Have Known Earlier"
                        Members: $20; Future Members: $30
                        BREAKFAST INCLUDED
                        Location: Hilton UF Hotel and Conference Center
                                         1714 SW 34th Street
                                         Gainesville, FL 32607
                        Panelists: Jim Islam, Florida Food Service
                                         Roland Daniels, Saturn of Gainesville
                                         Sander Kaplan, A Candies Limousine
                                         Freddie Wehbe, Domino's
                                         Joe Cirulli - Gainesville Health and Fitness

March 26        9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
                        "How to Protect Your Business"
                         Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                         Location: Hilton UF Hotel and Conference Center
                                         1714 SW 34th Street
                                         Gainesville, FL 32607
                        Panelists: Rick Scarborough, Scarborough Insurance
                                         HRH Insurance
                                   Dr. Philip Geist, Small Business Development Center
                              Roman Janos, Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
March 26        10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
                         "How to Save Energy and Money in Your Business"
                         Members: FREE; Future Members: $20
                         Location: Hilton UF Hotel and Conference Center
                                          1714 SW 34th Street
                                          Gainesville, FL 32607
                       
March 26        1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
                        "Is Your Bookkeeper Stealing from Your Business?"
                        Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                        Location: Hilton UF Hotel and Conference Center
                                         1714 SW 34th Street
                                         Gainesville, FL 32607
                    Guest Speaker: Susan Merrill, Cert. Quickbooks Pro Advisor

March 26        2:45 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
                        "Advertising Strategies to Maximize Your Profits"
                        Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                        Location: Hilton UF Hotel and Conference Center
                                         1714 SW 34th Street
                                         Gainesville, FL 32607
                        Panelists: John Farrell, ProGifts
                                         Derek Lyons, Alta
                                         Tim Orwig - Cox Media
                                         Alex Patton, Ozean Media
 
March 26        4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
                      "Florida Taxes: You May Not Know It, But You May Owe It"
                        Members: $5; Future Members: $20
                        Location: Hilton UF Hotel and Conference Center
                                         1714 SW 34th Street
                                         Gainesville, FL 32607
                        Guest Speaker: Johnny Kilebrew, Department of Revenue

March 27        11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
                        "How to Get the Most Out of Your Chamber Membership"
                        Members: $20; Future Members: $30
                        LUNCH INCLUDED
                        Location: Savannah Grande
                                         301 N Main Street
                                         Gainesville, FL 32601   
                        Keynote Speaker: John Spence, Flycaster

The Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce is a membership organization of more than 1,400 members, representing 75,000 employees—more than 50 percent of the workforce of Alachua County.  It has served as the voice of business in Gainesville/Alachua County since 1924.
